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CULTURE, COPYRIGHT,
INNOVATION IN THE DIGITAL
ECONOMY
by MARCO CAUSI*

In this issue of Economia della Cultura the thematic section collects
papers and contributions originating from the Workshop «Copyright and the
Web. Culture, intellectual property rights, innovation in the digital eco-
nomy», held the October 11, 2018, in the Department of Economics of the
University of Roma Tre.
The discussion in the Workshop and the related materials here published are
focused around four main key topics:
– in what directions the Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) historical con-
figuration needs reforms able to adapt the legal and regulatory framework
to the digital era?
– what are the challenges and the concerns that new digital markets and
their industrial players are determining for cultural industries and for the
general functioning of our economic systems?
– what is the state of the art about business relations between cultural
industry and digital industry? There is room only for conflict? What about
cooperation and partnership?
– an European Union reform of copyright regulation is under discussion:
suggestions and evaluations.

For what concerns the last topic, the new EU directive on copyright was
definitively approved on March 2019, after a difficult route littered with
contrasts between Member States, political parties and constituencies of the
different interest groups involved in the reform.

Looking at the papers and contributions here collected a suggested inter-
pretation of these political difficulties is that the copyright reform was con-
sidered as a first step of a more general and innovative regulatory interven-
tion on digital markets. However, both in the domain of IPRs and in that
of digital markets the EU recent reform is partial and far from being com-
prehensive.
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So, the analysis contained in the present thematic section of Economia
della Cultura can be considered as reflections and evaluations related to the
starting point of a discussion destined to go on in the future at the economic
and political level.
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