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Culture and development form a pair that engulfs oceans of possible
meanings and modes of operate them: hope, promise, challenge, utopia, as
well as humble, down-to-earth, mindful daily practice of thousands women
and men.

Well aware of our limits, especially when compared to the immensity of
the matter, and faced with the recent defear — we hope only temporary — of
the international campaign for an open and clear inclusion of culture in the
Sustainable Development Goals, we have decided to devote the present issue
to some key aspects of that pair.

There are conceptual and strategic aspects to consider, explore and inve-
stigate: what are the meanings we have in mind when we declare that
culture is both a driver and an enabler of sustainable development, if not
its fourth pillar, and try to measure its impact?

Is it only the cultural sector involved, as it is a system, however special,
of economic activities, with its technological and occupational dimensions,
its increasing digitization, its high innovation rate, or is also culture in its
anthropological sense, and how?

Is traditional culture an irreplaceable terrain for sustainable development
or an implacable enemy of any form of change?

Giovinazzo and Cicerchia discuss the theme, with reference to UN Sy-
stem and various international organizations. Can indicators describe the
culture-democracy nexus, as proposed by a recent project by the Council of
Europe (Masini)?

From the local to the macro region scale, culture-led economic and social
development programs have reached the maturity stage: Celotti with Settanni,
Brignani and Gramillano, and Ratclif with Punginelli and Santercole do-
cument interesting accomplishments and shortcomings. Federici proposes an
unusual cultural product: African comics and their role for social commu-
nication.

Culture is often considered as a danger, a source of unwelcome and threa-
ting diversity, and tangible and intangible heritages become a war target.
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The scene of many developing countries is marked by the terrible conflicts
of our times, and development cooperation and aid strategies are increasingly
oriented to protect the endangered communities, their cultures and heritage:
Dal Maso, Roubani and Salah draw a picture of unprecedented destruction
and of heroic efforts, strategies and programs aimed to their safeguard and
improvement.

This issue of Economia della Cultura is dedicated to the memory of our
late Director, teacher and friend, Paolo Leon, who passed away last june.

We are sure that, wherever he is now, his infectious laugh will resound.

(Annalisa Cicerchia)



